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Light over the forces of Darkness." All those who had contributed
to the defeat of the Afghan armies were rewarded richly for their
services. Bairam Khan was loaded with khiltas and jagirs com-
mensurate with the part played by him in defusing the danger that
Sikandar Sur at one time posed. He was now at the acme of his
power, stern and unchallengeable, custodian of all authority on
behalf of the youthful Emperor. His word was law. The people,
big and small, feared him. Self-seeking opportunists clustered
around him in the hope of gaining favours disproportionate to
their talents, and thus whetted his ego to a point where he became
oblivious even of the respect due to Akbar. Servile flatterers made
him believe that he was in fact bigger than the Emperor. The result-
ing nepotism led to such miscarriage of justice as, in turn, bred
discontentment and opposition to the clique that ruled.
Bairam Khan, a Turkoman of Shia faith had accompanied the
army of Najam Sahni sent by Shah Ismail of Persia to assist Babar
regain the throne of Samarkand. The rout of that army by the
Uzbeg chief Obaidullah Khan put an end to Babar's dream of
capturing the throne on which once sat his great-grandfather Amir
Timur. Bairam escaped death narrowly on the battlefield and,
through a quirk of fate, came to join the ranks of Babar's army.
His courage and loyalty won the admiration of the Mughal ruler.
He fought bravely by the side of his master in many battles on
either side of the Hindukush. Both at Panipat and Kanwaha his
valour came in for high praise from the generals in command.
On ascending the throne, Humayun chose Bairam Khan to be
the head of his personal bodyguard. In the campaign against
Bahadur Shah of Gujarat and Sher Shah Sur his courage and
faithfulness led the Emperor to declare that "Bairam is the light
of my eyes and the strength of my arms." At Champanir; he
escaladed the fort immediately before Humayun and lent him a
hand to take the last hazardous step to reach the rampart. At
Chausa and Qanauj, he fought single-handed against heavy odds,
and escaped capture by an enemy determined to annihilate the
Mughal army. Following the flight of Humayun across the Raj-
putana desert to Amarkot, Bairam fell into the hands of Afghan
soldiers, and was brought to Sher Shah for questioning. The latter,
a shrewd judge of men, extended to him the courtesy which his
gallantry warranted and offered to take the Khan into his service
if he would renounce loyalty to Humayua, This the upright Bairam